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ROCK, FORMERLY KNOWN AS ROKURO □ KAJIMA, WAS A FACELESS EMPLOYEE AT A LARGE 
Japanese company. Abducted by the crew of the Slack Lagoon and callously 

ABANDONED BY HIS COMPANY, HE TAKES ON THE NAME "ROCK” AND JOINS THE SMUGGLERS AS 
AN APPRENTICE SAILOR. 

ROANAPUR IS A ROUGH AND TUMBLE CITY WHERE CRIME SYNDICATES FROM AROUND THE WORLD 
COMPETE FOR THEIR SHARE OF THE BLACK MARKET. JUST AS ROCK AWAKENS TD HIS NEW LIFE 
AS AN OUTLAW, RUMORS SPREAD THROUGHOUT THE CITY THAT "THE MAID 11 ROBERTA HAS 
RETURNED. WHAT IS ROBERTA DOING IN ROANAPUR AND WHAT DOES SHE WANT? 
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...THERE 
AREN'T MANY 
RICH FOLKS UP 
FOR OETTINO 
SPRAYER WITH 
BULLETS IN THE 
JUNGLES OF 
BOLIVIA. ANP- 


PUTCH. 

THAT'S 

EXACTLY 

WHY... 


...HE STOOP 
OUT AMONO THE 
THIRTEEN FAMILIES 
THAT CONTROL THE 
SOUTH AMERICAN 
ECONOMY. PRETTY 
IRONIC. 







THE CALPERA 
ADMINISTRATION 
EXPRESSEP ITS 
REGRETS AND 
ENLAROEP THEIR 
MILITARy POLICE 
FORCE TO PREVENT 
ANOTHER INCIPENT. 


SOME SAY FARC 
'HAS RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE BOMBINO, 
OTHERS SAY 
IT HAS THE 
PARAMILITARIES, 
BUT THE TRUTH IS 
STILL IN THE PARK. 


THEy ALSO 
MAPE VEILEP 
THREATS 
AOAINST THOSE 
INVOLVEP IN THE 
MOVEMENT ANP 
THIS CASE HAS 
CLOSEP. 











I 



HERE'S A 
LITTLE 
PREDICTION 


$tmy. 


m'u.e conna 

NEED TO TAKE 
A RAIN CHECK 
ON THOSE 
PRINKS ONCE 
WE CET TO 
THE BAR. 
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AW OREAT, 
GUSTAVO! 




NOW I'M 
OONNA 
HAVE TO 
REBUILP 
AGAW 


FOROET 

THAT/ 


THAT 
LITTLE 
BITCH OET 
BLOWN TO 
BITS YET/? 


WHO 

KNOWS? 


HEH 

HEH 

HEH... 


PLACE IS A 
SHITHOLE 
ANYWAY. I'M 
DOIN' YOU A 
FAVOR, 3AO. 


AS PAR 
AS I CAN 
TELL... 






























































AAAARROH/ 


XT 

HURTS/ 


IT 

HURTS/ 


PLEASE 
FORGIVE 
ME LORD!! 


TAKE 

SOME 

ouys 

ANP OET 
IN THERE/ 




7- 1 

TT" 



\ IT POESN'T 


755^ il 


—T LOOK 

LIKE... 

Wrs 

ifif \ 1 



/ 

























TAKE THE 
INJURE? 


YOUR BOSS 
IS A P\&! HB 
DOESN'T 
OIVE A VAm 
ABOUT YOU! 


...AW &0 
OUT THE 
BACK WHILE 
YOU CAN!! 









































































































































W AAAOH/ 


WAIT/ 

HOLD 

UP! 


THAT 
STUPID 
THE BITCH Mgr r 
IS STILL 
ALIVE/ 

com 

BACK, you *—} -- 

COWARDS/ / / 


SAy IT SO 
THEy CAN 
HEAR yOU, 
OUST MO! 


GUSTAVO'S 

DEAD/ 
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f FUCK YOU. I'M 

TELLING YOU 
ROANAPUR OUTTA THE 

kindness of 

s "™- 

BITCH AW 
yOU'RE 
OUTTA 
BUSINESS. 
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THE ONLY THINGS 
DOWN THERE ARE 
A HUOE LOADING 
AREA, WARE¬ 
HOUSES AND THE 
YELLOW ELAO. 



















FRY-FACE 

WOULPN'T 


..MOT 

THIS 

TIME. 


much. 


SUT IP YOU 
BELIEVE 
WHAT SHE 
SAYS, SHE'S 
DANGEROUS. 


A WAIT-ANP-SEE 
ATTITUPE. BUT... 






































but 

WHAT'S REALLY 
BOTHERING ME 
LIKE A LEAKY 
TOILET IS... 















SOMEONE 
WHO COULD 
TAKE OUT ONLY 
THOSE WHO 
WERE ON THE 
PLATFORM, 
AMONO THE 
HUNDREDS ON 
THE SCENE AT 
THE BOMBING. 


SOMEBODY WITH 
THAT KIND OF 
SKILL, WHOSE 
PURPOSE WE 
DON'T KNOW, IS 
HIDING OUT IN 
THIS TOWN. 


WHAT IF 
THEY DON'T 
NEED TO HIRE 
GUNS? 


...BUT GREAT 
BROTHER, WE 
KNOW THE 
BACKGROUNDS 
OF JUST 
ABOUT EVERY- 
BODy IN THE 


WHAT IF 
THESE 
GUYS DON'T 
WANT TO 
BECOME 
HOUSEHOLD 
NAMES? 


WHAT COULD A 
BUNCH LIKE THAT, 
WITH ONLy POWER 
AND SKILL, NO 
GREED AND NO 
NEED FOR MONEY, 
WANT IN THIS 
TOWN? 


WE SHOULD DO STILL, 

A BACKGROUND THAT'S ALL 
CHECK ON SPECULATION. 
EVERYONE, 

INCLUDING 

ANYONE NOT i 

INVOLVED IN A 

ROANAPUR'S 
PROFIT-MAKING 
ENTERPRISES. 


COLOMBIANS 
ARE CLOSEST 
TO THE TRUTH 
FOR THE TIME 
BEING. BUT... 


...TO 

VISIT THEM 
WITHOUT 
DISRESPECTING 
THEM, WE'LL 
NEED AN 
APPROPRIATE 
EXCUSE. 
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WHAT'S 
WITH THE 
IS EVERYONE LOVELACE 
THERE OEAREP MANOR? 
UP TO 
GO RESCUE 
HOSTAOES 
AT THE IRANIAN 
EMBASSY? 




BENNY, TAKE 
THIS TURN. THE 
SUNO KANO 
PALACE SHOULP 
BE PAST THE 
INTERSECTION. 































































































































...WELL, 

IP IT ISN'T 
THE LAOOON 
TRAPERS. 


HAPPEN TO 
HAVE SOME 
BUSINESS 
WITH THE 
yOUNP 
/WASTER AS 
WELL... 


X HOPE 
yOU'LL 
PARPON THE 
INTRUSION... 
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YOU'RE 

QUITE 

RIOHT 

MISS 

MAIP. 


way 

TO TALK 
ABOUT 
US. 


YES 

INPEEP. 


THIS 
TOWN IS 
A CESSPIT 
PILLEP 
WITH SCUM. 


YOU 

/ SHOULP BE 

/ SUSPICIOUS OF 

-bo-k, ever/thino 

CERTAIN ufcf 
TRUTHS PO 
BECOME VISIBLE 

when you 

SUSPECT 

EVERYTHING. A 

BUT... p—< 


IN JUST 
THREE PAYS 
SINCE I 

ARRIVEP HERE, 
I'VE ALREAPY 
BEEN INVOLVEP 
IN A OUNFIOHT. 


THE PEOPLE 
OF THIS 
TOWN ARE 
ALL SCUM/ 


...REMAINING 
OBSERVANT 
UNTIL ALL THE 
CARPS ARE 
•••IS PEALT... 

ANOTHER 
WAY TO 
PINP THE 
TRUTH. 
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THE MVR 
ALSO WAV 
DOUBTS 
ABOUT THE 
INCIDENT 
AND BEGAN 
THEIR OWN 
INVESTIGATION. 


THIS 

INDIVIDUAL 
WAS AN 
OFFICER OF A 
PARATROOP 
UNIT ALIGNED 
WITH THE MVR. 
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HISPANIC 
MAN ON THE 
FAR RIOHT 
IS... 


MAJOR 

MARCOS JOSE 
LUCIENPEZ OF 
THE P0IM. 


OF THE 
OTHER FOUR 
MEN, WE 
ONLY KNOW 
THE NAME 
OF ONE. 


SO 

ROBERTA 
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management 
OF THE MINE, 
AW... 

...WITH 
SO MAW 
OFFERING 
TO HELP 
SINCE THE 
FUNERAL, 

THE FARM 


WAS 
THINKING 
ABOUT 

I'M 


































...you, 

ROBERTO. 


...WORRIER 
ABOUT IS... 


NO. 

WHAT 

I'M... 


EAT, WHEN 





























































































































































THE IW 


AFTER WE 


RECEIVER 


THAT 


REPORT... 
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...WANT 
TO ASK 
ME... 


...WHY I 
HAVE THIS 
CELLULAR 
PHONE? 
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WHAT 
DO YOU 
WANT? 


I'M 

SURPRISE? 
YOU KNOW 
ALL THAT. 


WHAT'RE 

YOU... 


50 

WHERE 


...ARE 

YOUR 

VO&5? 


...WAS 

PLANNED 

AN? 

EXECUTE? 

By you 
AN? yOUR 
POOS. 
































IT WOULD 
SAVE A 
OREAT DEAL 
OF HASSLE IF 
VOU WOULD 
TELL ME... 


...WHILE THE 
STOVE IS STILL 
AT BOD/ 
TEMPERATURE. 


WHERE 
ARE /OUR 
POOS? 


...you 

ROTTEN 
PIECE OF 
SHIT. 


KEEP 

TALKING. 


...THAT'S 

NUMBER 

TWO. 


M4ROH 
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WHY? 

your 

...PLANNING MATRON'S 
ON TAKINO ON 
EVERYBODY'S 
FRIEND UNCLE 
SAM WITH HER i 

BARE HANDS. J 


EXACTLY. [/ 


SHE'S UP 
AOAINST THE 
UNITED STATES' 
UNCONVENTIONAL 
WARFARE 
FORCES. 


MAYBE 
SOMETHIN# 
EVEN MORE 
THAN THAT. 


IT'S 

ABSOLUTELY 
CRAZY WHO'D 
WANT ANY 
PART OF THAT 
, MADNESS? 


KNOWIN# 


THAT IS 
All THE 
MORE 
REASON... 


THAT SHE'S 


KILLIN# 

PEOPLE... 


...PAINS ME 
AS MUCH 
AS LOSIN# 
MY FATHER. 

























p 


— 

m 

mm . 




..FAMILY 
TO ME. 


SHE SAIP 

we woulp 

ALWA/S BE 
TOGETHER/ 


YOU CAME 
HALFWAY 
AROUND THE 
WORLD TO 
START 
BAWLINO? 













































m FATHER 
PASSED away 

AND ROBERTA 
DISAPPEARED. 


...I've HAP 
TO 6R0W UP 
FASTER THAN 
I SHOULP 
HAVE. 


I THAT'S 


\ Atl - 1 

■M 






















































THIS 

HASN'T got 
ANYTHING TO 
PO WITH US. 
RUNNING 
THIS TOWN 
IS YOUR 
CONCERN. 


YOU'RE 
THOROUGHLY 
FAMILIAR WITH 
THIS TOWN, 
WITH ALL KINPS 
OF ACCESS PUE 
TO THE NATURE 
OF YOUR 
BUSINESS... 


C'MON 

NOW, 

PUTCH. 

YOU 

SHOULP 

KNOW 

BETTER. 


PLUS YOU'RE 
IN A NEUTRAL 
ENOUGH POSITION 
THAT IT WON'T 
COMPLICATE 
MATTERS ANY 
FURTHER. 


WE'RE TOO 
BIO TO MOVE 
AROUNP 
LIKE THAT. 


WHY 1 PON'T 
you TWO 
PARTNER UP? 
THAT'LL MAKE 
I THINGS 
EASIER. 


ANP 

YOU'RB 

HARMLESS. 


BRINGING yOU 
IN TO HELP IS 
JUST WHAT WE 
NEEPEP. ISN'T 
THAT RIGHT... 


...ROCK? 


























































































THE 

SOLDIERS 
ARE STILL 
ON THE 
SHELF. 


SHE'S AS 
CROSS-EYED 
AS THE ROAD 
RUNNER ON 
SPEED. 



















































































...HO, 

THAT'S.. 


OUR 
GHOSTS 
FINALLY 
HAVE A 
NAME. 


FIRST <■ 
we VO 
A LITTLE 
INVESTIGATING 
OF THE YOUNG 
MASTER'S NEW 
SAFEHOUSE. 


.CONTACT 






















































THE 

BOTTOM 
LINE 
IS... 

NO MATTER 
WHAT HAPPENS 
TO THE yOUNO 
MASTER OR 
THAT UTTLE 

















































































































































...gumke 

A BREAK, 
SIR. 


WHy IS 

SHE THE ONLY 
KIP IN THIS 
VILLAGE WE 
GOTTA LET 
LIVE? 


OR ARE 
WE PLAYING 
HAVE GUN, WILL 
TRAVEL? 


ANP 

yOU'RE 

SECONP 

LIEUTENANT 

MOTHER 

GOOSE. 


Chapter 52: El Baile de la Muerte - Part IK 










CtAON, 

LARKIN. 


YOU'RE 
NOT LAYING 
A PINKER 
ON HER. 


YOU'RE A 
BIG BOY, 
AREN'T 
YOU? 


[Chapter 52=_ I lf«ri 

ElBaile tie la Muerte - Part IX 


I OET 
IT NOW. 
YOU'RE... 





































CAXTOH 
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THOUGHT 

THAT 

TOO. 


MAJOR 


THIS 
TOWN IS 
JUST LIKE 
SAIOON. 
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...WITH 
I DIDN'T fin DUE 

EXPECT RESPECT. 
ANYONE 
LIVING HERE 
TO AOREE 

TO OUR I -- 

REQUEST. / 


PUNNO. 


JUST 

THOUGHT 


“IT 
MIOHT 
BE PUN.' 


why 

EXACTLY 

are you 

HERE? 


ANYWAY. 


LET'S START 
AT BAO'S. IT'S 
THE FIRST PLACE 
ROBERTA WAS 
SIOHTEP IN 
ROANAPUR. 
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THANKS A LOT. 
I'LL RETURN 
THE FAVOR 
SOON. 


PROBABLY. 

BUT 

I DIDN'T ASK 
FOR SPECIFICS. 

NOT THAT I'D 
WANNA KNOW. 


HEARTLAND, 
THE UNDER¬ 
GROUND 
DOCTOR... 
THAT WAS FOR 
THOSE PILLS. 























































































































































CONSIPERINS 
WHAT HE'S UP 
GAINST... 


I'M 

TALKING 

ABOUT 

HIM. 


OR ELSE 
WHEN THE 
SHIT HITS THE 
FAN, HE WON'T 
KNOW WHAT 
TOPO. 


IT'S NOT 
LIKE HE'S 
ALWAYS SOT 
A RAIN 
CHECK IN HIS 
POCKET. 


HE NEEPS 
TO SET 
HIS ASS 
KICKEP 
ONCE IN 
A WHILE. 


HE 

STEPS 
INTO A 
PILE OF 
SHIT ANP 
SLIPS... 


CALI 

IT. 


...IT'S 

NOT 

OONNA 

BE... 


CONSIPER 
IT AN 

IMPORTANT 
LESSON IN 
CRISIS 

MANASEMENT. 


..."LOOK AT 
HIS STUPIP 
ASS, HA HA 


IP HE'S SOINS 
UP ASAINST 
THE STARS 
ANP STRIPES 
HE'S REALLY 
IN TROUBLE. 


YOU ‘ 
KNOW, 
REVY... 



IF SPARKS 
ARE SONNA 
FLY, AT LEAST 
LET HIM KNOW 
I'M PRETTY WHICH WAY 
THE WINP'S 
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YOU ARE 
ABSOLUTELY 
CORRECT, 
YOUNG 
MASTER, 
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.WELL. 


if you 

DON'T OET 
YOUR 
HOPES 
UP... 


IT'S THE 
DANCE-LIKE 
MARTIAL ART, 
RIOHT?/ 


I'M 
SELF- 
TAUOHT 
SO IT'S 
NOTHINO 
SPECIAL. 


MAYBE, 

EVEN¬ 

TUALLY. 


LEARN A 
MARTIAL 
ART? 


AS I 

MENTIONED 
EARLIER, MY 
HOME IS NOT 
THE SAFEST 
PLACE. 


THAT'S 
SO COOL, 
PABIOLA/ 
YOU HAVE 
TO SHOW 
ME SOME 
TIME.' 


IT WAS PART 
FUN AND PART 
SELF-DEFENSE. 
PLUS... 


...AOUN IN 
THE HANDS 
OF A LAYMAN 
COULD EASILY 
KILL SOME¬ 
BODY. 


CAPOEIRA 
CANNOT BE 
PERFORMED 
EASILY AND 
SOMEONE 
TRAINED IN IT 
KNOWS HOW 
TO MODERATE 


FIGURED 
IT WAS 
WORTH 
EARNING-. 
































































AN 

EXPANDED 
GATHERING 
INCLUDING 
REPS PROM 
ALL THE 
AFFILIATES 
NO LESS? 


...I HAVE 
VET TO 
THOROUGHLY 
GRASP THE 
SITUATION, 
BUT... 


NETWORK 

MEETING? 


AT THIS 
TIME OF 
YEAR? 


...HE HAS 
OBTAINED 
SOME 

DISTURBING 

INFOR¬ 

MATION... 


RIDICULOUS. 
WHAT IS 
CHANG 
THINKING? 


...PERTAINING 
TO THE MAID 
THAT MUST BE 
ACTED UPON. 

























— ; _. 



HER EMPLOyER 
WAS KILLER IN 
A TERRORIST 
BOMB ATTACK. 
I BELIEVE SHE 
CAME HERE FOR 
REVENUE. 






















































































WELL 

DONE, 

SERSEANT. 


THE 

INSTRUCTORS 
AT THE RYAZAN 
AIRBORNE 
ACADEMY WOULD 
BE PROUD. 


IP THE 
SCENARIO 
you ENVISION 
IS IN PACT 
TRUE... 


...THAT'S 
A OOOD 
ENOUSH 
REASON FOR 
CHANS- TO BE 
FRISHTENED. 


THIS 

SHOULP BE 
PUN, EH, 
SEROEANT? 


VERY 

INTERESTINS. 





















YOU'RE 

SURE 

ABOUT... 


IT'S A 

STATEMENT FROM 
SOMEBODY 
CONNECTED 
DIRECTLY TO THE 
LOVELACE FAMILY. 


AND 60 
WHAT'S 
YOUR BOSS 
SAYINO? 


WHETHER WE 
BITE OR NOT 
DEPENDS ON 
THAT. 
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THEY 

WAITER UNTIL 
WE, THE CIA, 
HAP SHIFTER TO 
AN ECONOMIC 
INFORMATION 
STRATEGY TO... 


...MAKES 
ME SICK. 



A 



































OH 

WELL. 


I'LL KEEP AN 
EYE OUT FOR 
ANY INFO 
REOARV\NO THE 
NSA CHIEF HERE 
IN THE CITY. 



A RECORDING 
OR COPY OF 
THE MINUTES 
SHOULD DO. 


I WOULD 
LIKE THAT. 


I'LL TAKE 
CARE OF IT 
SO THERE 
WON'T BE 
ANy LEAKS. 



LEVS 
CET BACK 
TO THE 
SUBJECT. 
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s eemed 

TO LIKE 
THE POOL 
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NETWORK 

MEETING? 

BUT 

THERE'S 
SO MANY 
OF THEM- 


JUST LIKE MR. 
CHANG SAID, 
THE PROBLEM 
DOESN'T END 
WITH HER. 


OOE S TO 
SHOW HOW 
NERVOUS 
THEY ARE. 


THE MAID, THE 
PEOPLE SHE'S 
UP AOAINST, HER 
OBJECTIVE, 
METHODS, IT'S 
ALL PART OF 
THE PROBLEM. 


TODAY'S 
MEETINO'LL 
DECIDE HER 
PATE... 


...REOARDLESS 
OF WHAT 
OARCIA WANTS 
OR DOESN'T 
WANT. 


WE DON'T 
HAVE MUCH 
TIME LEFT. 



































































WELCOME, 

miss 

BALALAIKA. 


PLEASE 
EXCUSE THE 
SEARCH. 


: /\ 


THANK 

you. 


GO AHEAP 
MA'AM, 
THEy'RE ALL 
WAITING FOR 
you INSIPE. 


WE'Ll, 
HOLP youR 
WEAPONS 
HERE FOR 

you. 


«8§pjl 






























































SO OUR ” 
THEME 
TONIGHT IS 
SITTING 
THROUGH 
THIS WOP'6 
MONOLOGUE? 


y o, miss 

BALALAIKA. 


AW A 
TERRIBLY 
UNFUNNY ONE 
AT THAT? CAN 
I GO HOME 
NOW? 


IS THIS YOUR 
BIRTHPAY 
PARTY? IT'S 
PRETTY 
EXTRAVAGANT. 






















/ cut it 

f OUT, 

THIS LADY'S T0MAS0 - 
A COUNTRY 
BUMPKIN. 

SHE DON'T ,-- 

KNOW WHAT I 

MANNERS ARE. / 


SOUNDS 
LIKE THE 
VODKA'S 
&OT YOU 
SHITFACED 
ALREADY. 


HEY, 

AMIOO. 


MAYBE I 
OUOHTA 
SMACK 
YOU 

AROUND 
A BIT? 


YOU SOUND 
A LOT LIKE 
THIS 

AMATEUR 
COMEDIAN 
OVER HERE. 


I'M SORRY 
TO INTERRUPT 
YOUR FURTINO- 
SESSION, BUT 
I'M BUSY. 
LET'5 SET 
THIS MEETINO 
STARTED. 




I'M SURE 
SOME OF 
YOU ARE 
ALREADY 
AWARE, 
BUT... 


...I'VE ASKED 
YOU ALL HERE 
FOR NO OTHER 
REASON 
THAN... 


...TO FOLLOW 
UP ON THE MAID 
WHO STIRRED 
THINOS UP HERE 
A WHILE BACK. 









































TEOI 

*** IMPO] 







I 



X HEARP IT 
WAS A STATUS 
SYMBOL TO EAT 
AT A FAST POOP 
RESTAURANT IN 
YOUR COUNTRY 


YOU'RE WAY SEE. 
BETTER THAN 
VERR0CHI0 
WHEN IT 

COMBS TO n 
0ETTIN0 ON A 
MY NERVES. / 


EVEN PEOPLE 
LIVINO IN 
TRAILERS EAT 
BETTER THAN 
THAT WHERE 
I'M FROM. 


YOU LIKE 
FRUGALITY? 
OR PO YOU 
PUT... 


YOU MI0HT 
EVEN LIVE 
A LITTLE 
LONOER IF 
YOU CAN 
WALK IT 
LIKE YOU 
TALK IT. 


...A SLICE OF A 
WHOLE COW 
BETWEEN BREAP 
THE SIZE OF A 
SUITCASE TO OET 
YOUR MONEY'S 
WORTH? 


you 

STINKIN' 

RUSSIAN 

BITCH. 


I CAN 
SHOW YOU 
IF YOU 
WANT. 


















































SWITCI 


THEIR BOSS 
PASTURE'S 
STANDING ORDER 
IS TO KILL HER 
ONI SIOHT. 


THEy KNEW 
WHERE SHE 
WAS-THE 
LOVELACE 
FARM IN 
VENEZUELA. 










chano. 


let me 

MAKE ONE 
THINO 
CLEAR. 


WE HAVE 
ORDERS FROM 
OUR JBFE TO 
PICKLE HER 
HEAP AND BRINC 
IT BACK TO 
BUCARAMANOA. 


RESPECT 
THE WAV' 
you DO 
THINOS 
HERE... 


THAT'S AN 
ORPER OF 
THE HIGHEST 
PRiORiry. you 
UNPERSTANP? 
THE HIGHEST. 


y NO MATTER 

WHAT COMES 
NOBODY'S OF IT, WE WILL 
OONNA OET IN HUNT THAT 

OUR WAY, AND MAID DOWN. 

IF YOU DO, WE 
WON'T HOLD 


THAT'S 
All m 
WANT£P 















WE DON'T 
HAVE ANY 
FAVORS TO 
SELL TO yOU, 
NOR PO WE 
WANT TO 
BUY ANy 
OBLIGATIONS 
EITHER. 


THAT'S 
ALWAyS 
THE CASE 
WITH 




THAT'S 
WHAT WE'LL 
DO. I DON'T 
NEED YOU 
TO TELL ME 
THAT. 


IF THAT'S THE 
PECISION OF 
THIS MEETING, 
AT LEAST PUT 
A BOUNTY ON 
HER HEAP. 


you CAN DO 
WHATEVER 
you WANT 
TO THE 
MAID. 


US 

CIVILIZED 
PEOPLE 
DON'T KILL 
IF IT 

DOESN'T 

INVOLVE 

MONEY. 


AS LONG AS 
THERE'S NO 
INTERFERENCE. 


OUR ENEMy 
ISN'T THE 
MAID, IT'S 
WHO SHE'S 
AFTER. 


IF yOU DON'T 
LIKE PAIN, GO 
BACK TO yOUR 
DRESSING ROOM 
AND WORK ON 
yOUR COMEDy 
ROUTINE. 


CHANG. 


AN ANTI-DRUG 
CAMPAIGN 
THAT'LL SEND 
THE JUNKIES 
INTO A FIT 
OR... 


THEIR 
INTENTIONS 
HERE ARE 
OBVIOUS. 


...CAPTURE OR 
ASSASSINATE 
SOMEBODY IN 
ONE OF THE 
SYNDICATES 
HERE. 


EITHER WAY 
THERE'S 
NOTHING 
TO GAIN 
BY BEING 
ON THE 
DEFENSIVE. 



























YOU MEAN 
GO UP 
AGAINST 
THE 

SPECIAL 

FORCES? 


YOU'RE 
CRAZY. 
IT'S AN 
ALCOHOLIC'S 
FANTASY 


GUYS WITH 
UNITEP STATES 
POGTAGS 
HANGING 
AROUNP THEIR 
NECKS? 


MAYBE THE 
YOPKA'S 
WEARING OFF 
ANP YOUR 
HANPS ARE 
STARTING TO 
SHAKE. 


THIS IS A 
PROBLEM THAT 
ORGANIZATIONS 
WITH INTERESTS II 
THIS TOWN HAVE 
TO PEAL WITH. 


I KNOW 
you PON'T 
REALLY MEAN 
THAT, YOU 
COPPAMNEP 
COMMIE. 


XT HAS NOTHING 
TO PO WITH 
PETTY CROOKS 
LIKE YOU GUTS. 

GO BACK TO 
SICILy ANP CHASE 
A SHEEP'S ASS, 
YOU GUTLESS 
WOP. 


you just 

WANNA GET 
BACK AT THE 
AMERICANS. I'M 
SAYING THAT'S 
A NUISANCE. 


WE PON'T 
WANNA ENP 
UP LIKE 
PABLO 
ESCOBAR. 


WE GOT 
NOTHING 
TO PO 
WITH THAT. 
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IT IS 
BECAUSE 
WE'VE 
OVERCOME 
PROBLEMS AND 
HELPER EACH 
OTHER... 


THAT 15 
THIS 
TOWN. 


...THAT WE 
HAVE THIS 
PROSPERITY. 


THAT 16 
ROANAPUR/ 


I ASK you TO 
RESTRAIN 
yOURSEUVES 
IN REGARDS 
TO U.S. 
GOVERNMENT 
PERSONNEL. 


IF yOU ARE 
WILLING TO 
ABANDON ALL 
OF THAT AND 
INSIST ON 
CHAROINO 
AHEAD... 


...THAT MAID, 
WHO COULD 
POSSIBLY 
BECOME A 
LAND MINE. 


BUT IT'S 
DELICATE 
AND 

FRAOILE. 


ONCE WE ALLOW 
THE LIOHT TO 
SHINE IN, THERE 
IS NOBODY TO 
PROTECT US. 


-- THE TRIAD 

ACTS WITH 
THE SURVIVAL 
UNTIL IT OF THIS TOWN 

becomes 'Nu¬ 
clear THAT 
THEIR 

PURPOSE IS 
TO MEDDLE 
WITH LOCAL 
AFFAIRS... 


ALLOW ME TO 
STATE THE 
POSITION OF 
THE TRIAD. 


...THAT'S 
FINE. BUT... 











































' if we 

CONTINUE 
SUSPECTING 
EACH OTHER, 
CONTINUE 
PURSUING 
OUR OWN 
SELF-INTERESTS 


...THERE WON'T 
BE ANYBODY 
THERE, LADIES 
AND GENTLEMEN. 


..NOT EVEN 
THE RING 
ITSELF. 




^ wjwvjk 



PLEASE 




REMEMBER 

« f m Jin 


g»P 

THIS. 
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PON'T 

you... 


...HAVE ANY 
INTENTION OP 
OOINO BACK 
TO THAT 
MANSION? 


THAT BOY 
MUST BE 
WAITING 

for you... 


...AT THE 
HACIBNQA 
WHERE THE 
ORCHIPS ARE 
BLOOMING-. 


m 


ANP you 
LOVE HIM. 


you LOVE 
EACH OTHER 
LIKE PAMILy. 


WHy PON'T 

you HOLP 
ON TO 
THAT? 

































WHAT 
YOU'Re 
ABOUT 
TO VO... 


looking 

NOW... 


...15 

somewhere 

COMPLETELY 
PIFFERENT, NO? 



















































KNOW YOU 
UNPER- 
STANP... 


...WHAT IS 
BEST, WHAT 
ACTIONS 
ARE TRULY 
NECESSARY 
AT THIS 
MOMENT. 


SHUT 

UP. 


...ABOUT TO 
RETURN TO 
WHAT YOU 
ONCE 
WERE. 


A TIME 
WHEN... 


PO YOU 
REALIZE 
THAT, 

ROSARITA? 


...THE 
FIRE OF 
REVOLU¬ 
TION WAS 
IN YOU. 



;tj 
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I MAVE A 
VtAl-WS 

vom to 

MONEY 

NOW. 


YOU CAN 
&\YE ME A 
THANK-yOU 
KISS AS 
A MATTER 0? 
FACT. 3Y TRE 
WAY... 








































































...ROCK. 



THAT'S A 
TEXTBOOK 
ANSWER. 
BUT... 


...THAT'S 
TOO EASY. 
I VOU'T 


BUY IT. 
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Chapter 55: 

El Baile de la Muerte - 
Part Kll 











































HAAA... 






























BUT WHAT 
ABOUT 
HIM? 


















































NATURAL 
TO FEEL 
RUSHER, 
YOUNO 
MASTER. 


XVE BEEN 
INCONSIDERATE 
OF My 
POSITION. 







weve OOT THOSE 
SHE'S TRyiNO TO 
TAKE OUT, THOSE 
WHO ARE TRyiNO TO 
TAKE HER OUT, AND 
THOSE TRyiNO TO 
TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OF HER. 


THE HARP 
PART IS 
GOING TO BE 
CAPTURING 
HER. 


WE HAVE TO 
UNTANOLE THEM 
AND PUT THEM 
AU WHERE THEY 
BELONO. 
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OH IT'S 

you, 

REVy/ 


i was 

WORRIER 
ABOUT THE 
SMOOTHNESS 
OP THE SURE. 


IT'S BEEN 
A WHILE. 
HOW'S THE 
CUTLASS? 


IT 

COULDN'T 


BETTER. 


BUT I FEEL 
LIKE IT'S 
OETTINO 
KINDA LOOSE 
AROUND 
THE SEAR 
RECENTLY 


f LET'S NOT 
STAND AROUND 
HERE. COME 
IN TO THE 
WORKSHOP AND 
I'LL TAKE A 
LOOKATIT. / 


ACTUALLY, 

POPS... 


you NEED 

ME TO 

build you 

SOMETHIN*? 

AOAIN? 







hvi / OH.esroes \ 

• ( • 

PR 

\ y] ' 1 SORPRBNDBNTE! E 
































































AWT HER 
ONE? 
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RICHIE 

ItROY! 


































THAT WILL 
BE JUST 
FINE. 


■HI 


I PON'T 
KNOW HOW 
TO THANK 
you. 






























































































































































CSV 

WBk 

l I’ve looked 

I all over 

1 for you 

1 Captain' 






























HBY ij'c, HIR OE. 

THE ROBERTA ARC IS TURNING OUT TO 
BE LONGER THAN EXPECTEV. 

BUT IV6 THE TURNING POINT ANV 
CONTAINS THINOS THAT BECOME 
INTEGRAL TO THE REST OF THE STORY, 
50 I HOPE YOU ENJOY IT HA VINO SAIP 
THAT, THERE'LL BE LOTS ANP LOTS OF 
SHOOTINO COMING UP THAT X HELP 
BACK ON IN THIS VOLUME. 

SHOUT OUTS TO THE FOLLOWING 
PEOPLE. 

EPITOR/MR. WOO 
ASSISTANTS/ITAKO, TOPA, AZUMA 

COOPERATION 

ENOLISH/PANIEL KANEMITSU 
RUSSIAN/MILITARY HISTORY/JUOO 
TSUKUPA, ITSUKI AKIBA 

COLORING/ NE-YAN 

SPECIAL THANKS 
KSC 

ALTER/MAX FACTORY 

+ 

ALL THE FANS. 

VM SKIPPING MY FRIENPS THIS TIME. 
I'LL SEE YOU IN VOLUME EIGHT. 


-w urn Gmmuno, 2007 




Editor’s Note 



The FARC 

The Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia (Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia) was established as the military wing of the 
Colombian Communist Party in 1964. Since its formation, the FARC has 
waged a guerilla war against the Colombian government and perceived 
U.S. influence in the region. In addition to carrying out numerous 
terrorist attacks, the FARC has managed to gain control of large areas 
of rural Colombia. In the 1980s the FARC became involved in drug 
trafficking with the infamous Medellin cocaine cartels, warring with 
some and striking deals with others. The FARC also developed ties with 
the IRA. Currently the FARC is still active, and the guerilla war continues. 
Despite several attempts at peace talks, no lasting agreements with the 
Colombian government have been reached. 

Like many of the characters in Black Lagoon, Roberta is running away 
from the horrors of her past life. Service as a maid in the Lovelace 
household was a cover at first but soon became a new life entirely, and 
one she desperately wanted to hold on to. The assassination of Garcia’s 
father is not only the catalyst for events in the “Baile de la Muerte” 
story arc, it’s also a turning point for Roberta. Her story may also pose 
a grim question to all the characters in Black Lagoon: when your soul is 
burdened with the darkest of sins, is there any chance of redemption? 



Editor’s Note 



u.s. socom 

The U.S. SOCOM (United States Special Operations Command) is a 
joint command that oversees the various special operations forces 
of the U.S. military. It includes units from the U.S. Army such as 
the 75th Ranger Battalion and U.S. Army Special Forces (the 
Green Berets), the U.S. Navy (SEALS), the Air Force (1st Special 
Operations Wing), and the U.S. Marine Corps. Some of the most 
highly trained unconventional warfare and anti-terrorism units in 
the world, such as the 1st Special Forces Operational Detachment 
Delta (Delta Force) and the Naval Special Warfare Development 
Group, are under SOCOM command. 


Major Caxton was involved in Operation Eagle Claw, the failed 
attempt to rescue American hostages held by Iran in 1980. The 
mission was to be conducted by the newly created Delta Force but 
turned into a disaster because of a helicopter crash at a desert 
staging area. Major Caxton’s service in the Special Forces goes 
back to Vietnam, and memories of that conflict still haunt, and 
perhaps guide, his actions in the present. 






